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7( iMr. Casey has no recollection of assuring Secretar
‘ y Shultz Tast May th
the US was not sending arms to Iran. Moreover, Agency records do not rgv:ait
any such discussion. Secretary Shultz appears to be mistaken.
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Administraties.Often Unveils Seérets,
+  AtRiskto Stiﬁlty, for Sake of Policy

e

WASHINGTON, June 1 — The Rea-

unAdminiltnﬁmbubeufoﬂoﬂa{

disclosing highly classifi
information to support its foreign poli-
Cles, even though a number of Adminis-
tration officials say these disclosures

have endangered intelld-

weeh concerning coverage
of Ronald W. Pelton, a former official
of the National Security Agency who is
accused of spying for the Soviet Union.
By the week’s end the White House had
moved to soften the threat somewhat.

Today, in separate television inter-
views, of State George P.
Shultz and Defense Secretary Caspar
; W. Weinberger, while supporting the
view that journalists who break the law
on disclosing intelligence secrets
"should be prosecuted, called for volun-
tary restraints and appeals to
ists’ sense of responsibility.

While the Administration’s thrust
has been to bear down on the press,
with fi t warnings in recent

weeks, its own role and reasons in di-

vuiging such information have re-
ceived scant attention.

As Representative Les chair-
man of the House Services
Committes, put it: ‘‘Every administra-

tion wants to have it both wayg — to
keep its secrets, and to reveal them

whenever doing so is useful for their |

politics and policies.”” The Wisconsin
Democrat, a former Intelligence Com-
mittee member, added that in his judg-
ment a number of Administration dis-
closures have been ‘‘more damaging to
our gaining necessary information
than the press disclosures the Adminis-
tration is complaining about.’”

Administration disclosures include
revealing the most sensitive communi-
cations in in the recent case
of'Libya and the §pviet Union oA a num-
ber of occasions, as well as

By LRSLIE H. GELB
Speaial to The Now Yark Timase

dent Reagan had talked publicly about
the substance of those messages re-

the judgment when to disclose, even if
i:'teugmee people are opposed,” said

in Cuba in 1963 as a legitimate exercise
of this right. :

Stansfield Turner, a retired admiral
who was. President Carter’'s intelli-
gence chiéf, went further, saying that
‘“‘we always have to make compro-
mises”” in balancing intelligence
sources with icy considerations.
But, he said, it
this judgment htx outside the Gayern-
ment." 4
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mnintained that OF joiss. had
- 1 publish infor-

"But Admiral Terner insisted
that the press then bad 9 acoept the
rights of prosecution.
;&%mm
grephs that intelligance officials said
proved Nicaragua, with Soviet and

i
i
;
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At the timé, a senior Administration of-
ficial said: “It’s a no-win gituation. If
we go public with the information, we
may lose our ability to continue coliect-
ing in the tisld. If we don’t, we may lose
: chance to build public support fér

In 1983, aftar the Soviet Union shot '
dovnal(omnnlruner.nmn.’p.o-i

rogatioe of Vitaly §. Yurchenth b i
y S. , & key
Soviet intell agent who appar-|
and then slipped out of
American control and returned to Mos-
cow. The C.1.A. told its side, as some of -
its officials acknowledged at the time,
to show that he had been a valuable in-
former, contrary to White House asser- |
tions of his uselessness. .
A number of Administration officials
at the time maintained that these
C.I.A. disclosures tipped off Moscow to
what Mr. Yurchenko had divulged, in
the same way that Mr. Casey is seeking
to prevent the press from telling Mos-
cow and the American public about Mr.
Pelton’s alleged disclosures.

:

- licly spoke of the Administration’s

“impossible to make |

Earlier this year, Mr. Reagan pub-
knowledge of messages sent to and
from Tripoli and its diplomatic posts.
He said these proved Libyan involve-
ment in the terrorist attack April 5
against a discothéque in West Berlin, in
which two people were killed and 230
others wounded.

Several intelligence officials thought
the disclosure would allow the Libyans
to prevent similar interception in the
future.

As to the decision to make disclo- .
sures at the Pelton trial, Edward P.
Djerijian, a White House spokesman,
sajd last week that it was ‘‘made by ap-
propriate  Government authorities
after careful consideration of the de-
mands of trial and the potential harm
that release of this selected data may
cause the national security®’




